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Circularity – issue and opportunity … 

Towards greater circularity and 

efficiency … use fewer resources, 

make them last longer, regenerate, 

recycle, and create more jobs…

Our take-make-waste economy 

consumes 100 billion tonnes py of 

materials, & wastes over 90%

70% of all global greenhouse gas 

emissions are related to material 

handling and use

Cut material use by 28% would bring 

39% reduction in GHG

Material Extraction 

(Billions of Tonnes)
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Recycling Victoria: A New Economy Policy goals

1. Design to last, repair and recycle 

2. Use products to create more value 

3. Recycle more resources 

4. Reduce harm from waste 

Divert 80% 

of waste 

from landfill 

by 2030.​

Cut total waste 

generation by 

15% per capita 

by 2030.

Halve the volume 

of organic 

material going

to landfill between

2020-2030

Every Victorian 

household has access 

to food and 

organic waste recycling 

services or local 

composting by 2030

1 2 3 4
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Strategic Plan - Vision and Direction
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Vision
A world class circular economy system that helps build a 

sustainable future for all Victorians

Purpose
Leadership and oversight of waste and resource recovery 

services to support the circular economy

Recycling Victoria
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Recycling Victoria - Our key priorities
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Principles 
Our regulatory approach 
will be:
• Objectives focussed
• Risk-based and 

precautionary
• Intelligence-led and 

evidence-based
• Proportionate and 

graduated
• Consistent and 

predictable approach
• Transparent and 

accountable
• Timely

We will use a fit-for-purpose approach that takes into account the 
circumstances and attitudes of those required to comply, as well as the 
risks posed by non-compliance. We will provide support to those that 
need it and take strong enforcement in response to intentional non-
compliance. 

Our efforts will be focussed on effectively addressing 
the risks that threaten the greatest harm to the 
objectives we are seeking to achieve.

A principles based approach to compliance
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Regulatory priorities
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Recycling Victoria Data Hub – Industry
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Overview:

• 20% of Vic’s waste generated 
is organics

• Similar generation rate from 
C&I and MSW sectors

• Good recovery of GO, lower 
recovery of FO.

• 2020/21 AORA report shows 
good number of organic 
processers in Vic

Vic Waste Projection Model - Organics

Major developments:

• Key challenges are 
contamination, transportation 
and land requirements

• FOGO services implemented 
statewide by 2030.

• Growing interest in biochar 
made from biosolids
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Overview:

• End of life plastic waste generation 

• Consistent recovery trend  

• Export ban since July 2022 ceased 
export of any unprocessed plastic

• Strong local and export demand for 
clean PET, HDPE and PP 

• Evidence of decoupling packaging 
grades: virgin vs recycled 

Vic Waste Projection Model - Plastic

Emerging issues and opportunities:

• Capacity to reprocess higher value 
bales e.g., PET, HDPE bottles

• New capacity in the coming years, 
for hard and soft plastics. Refer to 
RV Market Insight Report 

https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/f5306b80-98b2-45eb-95e9-5aeb20f29f18/?pbi_source=PowerPoint
https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/f5306b80-98b2-45eb-95e9-5aeb20f29f18/?pbi_source=PowerPoint
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Victoria’s Container Deposit Scheme
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Making it easier to recycle at home

Victoria is standardising waste and recycling with a four-stream service:

Glass​  I  Food and Garden Organics​ I Recycling​ I  Residuals
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Recycled First Policy using 
government purchasing power to 
increase recovered resources

29 Big Build projects currently 
have a Recycled First 
requirement

ecologicQ - Recycled First Policy
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Traralgon

Horsham

Warrnambool

Ballarat

Sunshine

Richmond

Doncaster

Dandenong

Sector Engagement 2022-2023

Why?

➢ Strengthen understanding and relationships

➢ Intelligence re local waste and resource recovery issues

➢ Brief on CE Act & Recycling Victoria.

➢ Discuss issues, opportunities, emerging risks.

➢ Build sense of shared accountability for sector

Geelong

Wangaratta

Shepparton

Bendigo

➢ Metro and Regional 1-1 Visits / Site Visits : 

➢ 75 councils, 141 attendees, 35 CEOs

➢ Resource Recovery Recycling and Waste Industry Group: 

18 industry, EPA, SV

➢ RV LG CEOs: 78 CEOs, MAV, LGV, EPA, SV

➢ CDS Advisory Group Meeting: 18 industry stakeholders

➢ RV Advisory Committee: 8 members

➢ Tailored Program based engagement
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Thank you

Web www.recycling.vic.gov.au 

Email tony.circelli@deeca.vic.gov.au
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